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mercantile marine. offices, dated February, 1907, disinfectants
are scheduled in the same order.407
The French law of February 28,1907, prescribes a 2% chloride
of lime solution.
Under the German Government instructions the chloride of
lime is to be gradually mixed with five times its own weight of
water until the whole mass is in a homogeneous state without
lumps, and this concentrated form to be diluted afterward in
order to serve its manifold purposes; for instance, a 1% solution
of chloride of lime is to be used for washing holds, etc., on board
ship.
All these prescriptions, however, emanate from the time before
our recent knowledge about chloride of lime had been at hand,
and without doubt are all excessive in strength. But even then
the cost of chloride of lime stands at only one fortieth that of
carbolic acid for doing the same work.
In the sanitation of public buildings, used as schools, assembly
rooms, barracks, churches, theatres, fairs, storage houses, mar-
kets, etc., no fumigation will supplant what must be done by
washing and scrubbing.
Let us not mince matters: Disease germs do not float in air,
they repose on surfaces. That disinfectant, which in following
soap mixes readily with suds and water, penetrates objects in
same manner as they do, fills the demand. This explains why
hypochlorite solutions are so superior in every kind of sanitary
scrubbing and cleaning; in their possibility of use in extreme
dilution and cheapness, and their penetrating power lies the
reason why they are being more universally accepted.
Slaughterhouses, bakehouses, dairies, and premises used for
milk trade should be disinfected after washing in the same
manner. Slaughterhouses are particularly difficult to disinfect
by other means on account of the large amount of albuminoid
matters present.
With reference to cattle cars and baggage cars, the former are
disinfected after each journey, and the latter after they have
carried putrescible or suspected substances, with, in each case,
a previous thorough cleaning. It has been shown that even after
the most careful cleaning with very hot water, there remains